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MURCHISON NEIGHOURHOOD HOUSE IS LOCATED ON THE LANDS OF THE  NGURAI-ILLUM PEOPLE AND WE ACKNOWLEDGE THEM AS TRADITIONAL
OWNERS. WE ALSO PAY OUR RESPECTS TO THEIR ELDERS, PAST AND PRESENT, AND ABORIGINAL ELDERS OF OTHER COMMUNITIES.

WHATS HAPPENING IN OUR TOWN

Published By Jessie Boer  Manager from the Neighbourhood House

Upcoming Events:
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day Firday 19  of June 1030am at the Neighbourhood House
Murchison, guest speakers, tea & coffee available

th

Introductory Mental Health and Wellbeing Program Beginning Friday 12  of June at 130pm, Free
Six 1 hour sessions spread over 6 weeks to help identify what is mental health, what is anxiety,
what services are available at the Neighbourhood House Murchison, anyone is welcome

th

Have a cuppa and chat with Annabelle Cleeland on Tuesday the 23  of June at 10amrd

Murchison Indoor Market on Saturday the 11  of July 9am - 1pm, Murchison Community Centreth

The Neighbourhood House Murchison
The Preloved shop is open 

       Monday to Friday 9am-3pm 
Community Meals every Monday and
Wednesday at 12pm, $8 for courses
Community Garden volunteers on site every
Wednesday 9am-11am, New volunteers welcome
IT Support Wednesdays from 930am-1230pm 

‘ Murchison Ladies Shed
The Ladies Shed is now established with the next
open sessions below, new faces welcome, come
down and meet the ladies and learn new skills
2nd Tuesday of every month 1030am-4pm
4th Tuesday of every month 430pm-9pm

Murchison Heritage Centre 
Now closed for winter, reopening in September

The Men’s Shed
Wednesday 8th July at 11am - Cancer
information session (Lungs, Bowel and
Prostate)
Wednesday 5  August at 11am - Stroke
Awareness with Ambulance Victoria

th

Wednesday 14  October at 11am - Call Push
Shock with Ambulance Victoria

th

Wednesday 18  November at 11am - OPAN
Elders Rights Australia

th

*Do you have any spare time to donate?
*Murchison has many volunteering
opportunities and desperatly need extra help!
Please reach out to Jessie at Neighbourhood
House Murchison for direction and how you can
help 03 58262373 or manager@murchison.org.au
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$5 PER
SESSION or $50

per term
From the start

of May
sessions will
be weekly at

10am

A Program of Neighbourhood House Murchison murchison.org.au

Now at the Murchison
Community Centre

10 Watson St
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Hello Murchison, to begin this month we have some more comments regarding HOME FIRE SAFETY.

CHIMNEY FLUE CLEANING: As the weather cools and brings in a damper environment we mainly use solid fuel heaters. Of
course those of us who use solid fuel heaters have by now cleaned their flues, haven’t we ? If you haven’t then do it now! It’s
an integral part of household safety and do not underestimate the mess that a flue fire can make of your house or shed. I do
know of people who think this unnecessary but unlike myself and colleagues, they haven’t seen the after effects of
a flue fire so - CLEAN YA FLUE, BLUE !

DRYING CLOTHES AND LAUNDRY: remember – 1 METRE FROM THE HEATER!

BURNING OFF: What has burning off to do with Home Safety? It’s easy, don’t do it close to the house and ensure you have at
least a 3m fire break around the burn. Have extinguishing means handy and ensure you comply with council regulations.
CFA would appreciate notice of intended burns so that if by chance the public report a fire, that registration is then cross
checked to prevent the Fire Brigade being unnecessarily turned out.

SMOKE ALARMS: Sorry to keep hammering this subject but it has been proven,
WORKING SMOKE ALARMS SAVE LIVES !’ Should you wish to discuss our CFA free (subject 
to conditions) smoke alarm supply and fitting service please contact our local CFA 
regional Community Safety Coordinator EMILY BIRCH on 0447 415 849 or by email via 
emily.birch@cfa.vic.gov.au The enquiry is then handed back to us at Murchison for 
fitting and then that is where our installation team of Bob & Ray will take over.
One question we are often asked in respect of smoke alarms, which give an audible 
warning, is whether there is a provision for those who are deaf or hard of hearing ? 
The answer to that is yes ! The Victorian Smoke Alarm Scheme is a Government
funded programme with subsidies providing specialized smoke alarms to deaf and 
hard of hearing people living in Victoria.
The specialized smoke alarm alerts users to a fire hazard through visual (flashing light) and 
a tactile (vibrating pad) stimuli to ensure safety within your home, particularly when asleep. 
This programme is not administered by CFA so those wishing further information should 
contact Expression Audiology via email on - audiology@expresion.com.au - CHECK THE SUBSIDIES
 
PREVENT, DETECT, ESCAPE: Are you a carer or support worker, do you know of those who are 
disabled and have a carer, or are elderly or who might need that extra TLC ? Would you know 
what to do with your charge should you ever find yourself in a position of being threatened 
by fire ? CFA can help here with guidance as to what to do between sounding the alarm and 
help such as CFA and or Ambulance turning up. MyCFA has introduced an informative 
E-learning Home Fire Safety module for people at higher risk, this covers people aged 65 
years and over, those with a disability, support workers and carers. This module is entitled 
‘Prevent,Detect,Escape – Home Fire Safety for people at higher risk’ and available through 
the cfa.vic.gov.au website - follow E-. learning. You will also find other safety programmes 
which may be of interest.

MyCFA is a personal information resource which allows you to select your topics and areas 
of interest along with your information preferences. You can then obtain advice aligned to 
your home and location. It’s free to join and is a useful tool. Internet access is through 
MyCFA on the web.

XAVIER REILLY, CFA Murchison Fire Brigades ‘IRON MAN’ is at it again. On September 12th next 
he is participating in another Melbourne Firefighter Stair Climb to raise funds for the fight 
against cancer, depression and suicide. Details of this are
on Xavier Reilly’s facebook page or via ‘firefighterclimb.org.au/climber/xavierreilly’.
Please get behind Xavier and assist him in his quest. 

COME AND JOIN US ! CFA Murchison Fire Brigade is still recruiting members. Not everyone 
can do it but if you match up you will enjoy being part of a front line Community based 
emergency service. Male or Female, CFA is an equal opportunity organisation. You never 
know, there might be some useful skills tucked away, as a for instance you might hold a 
heavy truck licence or have first aid skills. People skills are also a useful asset. See your 
potential unlocked and join a great bunch of people who can be counted on to protect 
Murchison in times of adversity. Talk to us at CFA.
‘Apply to Volunteer’ can be found on our CFA website cfa.vic.gov.au

All written without the help of AI. As it should be !
A Program of Neighbourhood House Murchison murchison.org.au

CFA MURCHISON FIRE BRIGADE
       By Bob Langford
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The Murchison RSL Sub Branch
is happy to host afternoon tea

and a chat for Veterans at
Murchison Bakery on July 21st,

August 18th and September
22nd at 1:30pm. 

Transport can be arranged by
phoning 0425726518
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AED Unit accessibility locations in Murchison
Neighbourhood House Murchison
Murchison Mens Shed
Wybalena
Murchison Bowls Club

Murchison Football-Netball Club
Murchison CFA
Murchison SES
Murchison Police Station

Murchison Golf Course
River Road Caravan Park
Murchison Swimming Pool
Murchison Community Hall

A Program of Neighbourhood House Murchison murchison.org.au

The last month has been reasonably quiet at the men's shed. Dennis and
Ian have completed working on our newest project, making sixty four
mounting boards for the new electric oven tops on behalf of Geoff Lodge
of GVCE Community Energy
Bob finished restoring a singer sewing machine for a Murchison resident,
and now we have a second one to play around with.
The two student school desk brought in by another resident is almost
completed, with just a small amount of staining to finish off.
Due to the installation of dust extractors at the shed on the 13th and 14th
May, we decided to visit the Tallygaroopna Men's Shed. It was great to
meet other shedders,have a chat over a cup of coffee , and solve the
worlds problems.
A number of members decided to socialise more at the shed, an we have
recently seen guys playing pool rather than working.

Coming Events:
-Wednesday 1st July Lunch at the Men's Shed Chef Rob Cornelious
-Wednesday 8th July Cancer info session – Lung, Bowel and Prostate 11.00
am at the Shed, Presented by GV Health open to the public. All Welcome
-Wednesday 5th August Stroke awareness information Session 11.00 am at
the Shed, Presented by GV Health open to the public. All Welcome,
Followed by lunch Chefs Max and Jamie
-August date to be confirmed for Murchison Men's Shed AGM

FOR SALE:
Bromic industrial heater, air nail guns, hand tools, electrical bench saws,
table saw,
wood lathe, cross line laser, assorted Haron drill bits etc.
Low prices or make donation
For more information contact Con Scarvelis (Secretary) on 0421525665 or
Dennis McCullagh (President) on 0428148210

Murchison Mens Shed 
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‘HITTING THE SCIENTIFIC JACKPOT’ WITH HELP FROM MURCHISON METEORITE

No wonder Murchison meteorite is called ‘a treasure trove for science’ as this rare and ancient meteorite keeps supplying
the scientific world with more information about our universe. An article in Sky & Telescope magazine (April 2026) reports
how material from Murchison meteorite assisted in identifying previously unknown organic molecules found on Mars,
similar to amino acids found in the human body, said to be the building blocks of life.

Exploring the surface of the planet Mars since 2012, is America’s National Aeronautics and Space Administration’s (NASA)
robotic vehicle about the size of a small SUV, named Curiosity. This rover moves across the landscape on 6 wheels, taking
samples that can be examined by the on-board laboratory equipment.

Drilling in 2020, Curiosity collected a sample of organic compounds, more complex than any found previously, that had
been trapped in clay-like terrain for billions of years. Analysis on board Curiosity suggested 28 different compounds.
Scientists didn’t have a Mars sample in a laboratory on Earth that 
could confirm and further understand these findings, but ground-
up samples from Murchison meteorite provided what was 
needed. Murchison meteorite is described as a carbonaceous 
chondrite, a stony meteorite compiled of organic-rich primitive 
material, present when the solar-system was forming.

These experiments in laboratories on Earth have taken years, and 
now the findings have been published revealing that the same 
compounds have been positively identified in Murchison meteorite 
samples as those in the Mars sample collected by Curiosity. This 
raises the question; where did they come from? Could they have 
been created on Mars, or could these compounds have been 
deposited there by a meteorite?

One thing is certain; the understanding of Mars has changed with 
crucial help from Murchison meteorite, as the complex organic 
compounds identified show that ingredients to support microbial 
life have been found on Mars.

Kay Ball
Murchison & District Historical Society Inc.

Murchison Historical Society 

Stand Up for Murchison Brings Community Together
On Sunday 14 June, the Murchison community came together for a fantastic evening at the Stand Up for Murchison event
hosted by the Neighbourhood House Murchison, proudly funded through a grant from Look Over the Farmers Gate.
The night was filled with laughter and connection, with comedians Des Dowling and Dave O'Neil keeping the crowd
entertained with their humour. 
Attendees were also inspired by a heartfelt and powerful presentation from Warren Davies ‘The Unbreakable Farmer’, whose
message resonated strongly with those in attendance.
A special thank you goes to our local health representatives, Keira from Murchison Medical and Rob from Mental Health &
Wellbeing Local, for taking the time to attend and engage with community members.
The Murchison Men's Shed provided a free sausage sizzle, while Kingbilly Coffee kept 
everyone warm with delicious hot drinks throughout the evening.
Most importantly, the event showcased the incredible community spirit that makes 
Murchison such a special place. The support, conversations, and connections shared 
on the night highlighted the importance of coming together.
A heartfelt thank you goes to all the volunteers who assisted with setting up and 
packing down the event. Your dedication and willingness to help made the evening 
possible and is greatly appreciated.
Thank you to everyone who attended and helped make Stand Up for Murchison such 
a successful and memorable community event.
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Support at Murchison

Neighbourhood House every

Friday 2pm-3pm

Address: 90 Welsford St,
Shepparton VIC 3630
Phone: (03) 5832 9700
Hours: 
Monday to Friday
9 am–4 pm

21 Impey St, Murchison
Mon to Fri 830am - 530pm

 PH: 5826 2575

ADVERTISINGADVERTISINGADVERTISING
Address:
23 High Street
Rushworth VIC 3612
Ph: Phone:(03) 5856 2122
Operating Hours:
Mon-Thu 9:30am-1:00pm, 1:45pm-4:00pm
Fri 9:30am-1:00pm, 1:45pm-5:00pm (03) 9654 7389

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=057fc6654ed8140d&rlz=1C1HKFL_en-GBAU1196AU1196&biw=1920&bih=859&sxsrf=ANbL-n7IouNdpkg3scjbFolUEZA1HNWp9A:1774577717095&q=greater+shepparton+city+council+address&ludocid=7158036047343477264&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiF-c-Tgb-TAxVzUGwGHUAQDpcQ6BN6BAg9EAI
https://www.google.com/search?q=greater+shepparton+city+council%5C&sca_esv=057fc6654ed8140d&rlz=1C1HKFL_en-GBAU1196AU1196&biw=1920&bih=859&sxsrf=ANbL-n40x5LCQ1zstyRv90q58AQDoR5L_w%3A1774577534785&ei=fufFad3QL_zd2roPi-Td2QY&ved=0ahUKEwjdh9m8gL-TAxX8rlYBHQtyN2sQ4dUDCBE&uact=5&oq=greater+shepparton+city+council%5C&gs_lp=-s5wgcGMy0yNy40yAeiBIAIAQ&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=057fc6654ed8140d&rlz=1C1HKFL_en-GBAU1196AU1196&biw=1920&bih=859&sxsrf=ANbL-n7IouNdpkg3scjbFolUEZA1HNWp9A:1774577717095&q=Greater+Shepparton+City+Council+hours&ludocid=7158036047343477264&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiF-c-Tgb-TAxVzUGwGHUAQDpcQ6BN6BAg7EAI
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=057fc6654ed8140d&rlz=1C1HKFL_en-GBAU1196AU1196&sxsrf=ANbL-n4qPttflmRKwYk9_CIIaxf4BBqkkA:1774577760898&q=housing+for+the+aged+action+group&source=lnms&fbs=ADc_l-byipRaccqV0jmfPhi1DgzPtklXGmVkws8Z_lBff884vwWzYGOXmwhR8m6ZBpcqcPJ1PdpdWbV4nNyrPejpwSP7rM6N8qzS0e2LAVbHj0wDKaDRZURNTR5dbjiH4ozuF-MGni0NKEil0MMKYH6_F1sji0CiPt1cBoWNeSzVirNoO7hNiRhe98lLjYaL15UX5oOub3aRh4CPjnv6f78x-rSw6shgS6N2iUDmMqLLGfgFMm81kAE&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwih_cGogb-TAxXJRWcHHWcbKKcQ0pQJegQIDBAB&biw=1920&bih=859&dpr=1


45 Stevenson St, 
Murchison
Mon to Fri 
9am-5pm

PH: 5826 2208

Solar PV systems for
Domestic, Business and Commercial

Ph: (03) 58262513 
email: info@gvce.com.au

www.gvce.com.au

www.avonleaflowers.com.au

Murchison 
Post Office

Monday to Friday
9am to 5pm

51 Stevenson St
Ph:  58262219

Murchison Supa  Valu Centre
33 Stevenson St, Murchison

PH: 5826 2246
Open 7 days a week 

Mon-Thur 8am-4pm, Fri 8am-430pm, 
Sat & Sun 8am-4pm

LOCAL SERVICES DIRECTORYLOCAL SERVICES DIRECTORYLOCAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

Neighbourhood House Murchison inc. murchison.org.au
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https://www.google.com.au/search?q=murchison+pharmacy&sca_esv=35a3d0f5617f2f1a&sxsrf=ADLYWIK_c52zyQzKfNKmDdgcV5ASJVhFMg%3A1715288998623&ei=pjs9ZrfWJeGdseMPpNi72Aw&gs_ssp=eJzj4tFP1zcsKCmvKioyMDBgtFIxqDBLTLEwszSxMDG3tEw2S7K0MqgwSk1KTEpLSzJKTDIxNUr0EsotLUrOyCzOz1MoyEgsyk1MrgQAD70W4g&oq=murchison+phar&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAaAhgDIg5tdXJjaGlzb24gcGhhcioCCAAyCxAuGIAEGMcBGK8BMgUQABiABDIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMggQABiABBiiBDIIEAAYgAQYogQyCxAAGIAEGKIEGIsDMhoQLhiABBjHARivARiXBRjcBBjeBBjgBNgBAUihHlCTC1icEHABeAGQAQCYAdcBoAG8BqoBBTAuMS4zuAEByAEA-AEBmAIGoALzFMICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAhMQLhiABBiwAxhDGMcBGIoFGK8BwgIQEC4YgAQYxwEYJxiKBRivAcICBBAjGCfCAgoQABiABBgUGIcCwgIIEAAYFhgKGB6YAwCIBgGQBgW6BgYIARABGBSSBwkxLjAuNC43LTGgB_Mp&sclient=gws-wiz-serp#
mailto:info@gvce.com.au
https://www.google.com.au/search?q=murchison+pharmacy&sca_esv=35a3d0f5617f2f1a&sxsrf=ADLYWIK_c52zyQzKfNKmDdgcV5ASJVhFMg%3A1715288998623&ei=pjs9ZrfWJeGdseMPpNi72Aw&gs_ssp=eJzj4tFP1zcsKCmvKioyMDBgtFIxqDBLTLEwszSxMDG3tEw2S7K0MqgwSk1KTEpLSzJKTDIxNUr0EsotLUrOyCzOz1MoyEgsyk1MrgQAD70W4g&oq=murchison+phar&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAaAhgDIg5tdXJjaGlzb24gcGhhcioCCAAyCxAuGIAEGMcBGK8BMgUQABiABDIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMggQABiABBiiBDIIEAAYgAQYogQyCxAAGIAEGKIEGIsDMhoQLhiABBjHARivARiXBRjcBBjeBBjgBNgBAUihHlCTC1icEHABeAGQAQCYAdcBoAG8BqoBBTAuMS4zuAEByAEA-AEBmAIGoALzFMICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAhMQLhiABBiwAxhDGMcBGIoFGK8BwgIQEC4YgAQYxwEYJxiKBRivAcICBBAjGCfCAgoQABiABBgUGIcCwgIIEAAYFhgKGB6YAwCIBgGQBgW6BgYIARABGBSSBwkxLjAuNC43LTGgB_Mp&sclient=gws-wiz-serp#
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Labor’s budget of broken promises and more taxes will make 
                      life harder, especially in regional Australia.

Federal member for Nicholls Sam Birrell says families, farmers and small businesses will be impacted by Labor’s broken
promises on tax which betrays the trust of Australians and will see regional Australians pay more.
“This is a Budget of broken promises, higher taxes, more debt, lower living standards and fewer homes for Australians,” Mr
Birrell said.
“The Albanese Government’s spending is still out of control, and they are raising taxes and cutting from regions to fund it.”
The Coalition is opposed to these higher taxes because they are an assault on aspiration.
“Labor’s new taxes will see 35,000 fewer homes built and small business, the engine room of our economy and the businesses
that support local communities, will be hit.”
“The argument that this is about intergenerational equity is a fallacy because young Australians are going to be paying for
this governments reckless spending for most of their working lives.”
Across the Budget, regional Australians face at least $11 billion worth of cuts, including:
• $6.15 billion cut from the Inland Rail project,
• $4.7 billion cut from infrastructure spending,
• $103 million cut from the National Water Grid,
• $191.6 million cut from pest and disease, regional trade and drought funding for farmers, and
• $21.4 million cut from regional communications funding.
After more than a year of highlighting the lack of funding in key regional grant programs Labor has finally funded new
rounds for Growing Regions (projects up to $15M) and Stronger Communities (smaller community projects up to $20,000)
“For too long councils and community organisations have been starved of any opportunity to even apply for funding,” Mr
Birrell said.

“While this is welcome, these regional grant funds are not enough to build the productivity enabling infrastructure needed in
the regions, instead regional infrastructure spending is again being cut by Labor.”
Mr Birrell said $3 million to support the operation and maintenance of long-range fire capability at the Puckapunyal Military
Area is also welcome.

Lovell demands Labor rule out compulsory flood easements
Liberal Member for Northern Victoria Wendy Lovell has demanded that the 
Minister for Water rule out introducing legislation to more easily enable the 
compulsory acquisition of flood easements, and confirm the previous commitment not to use existing powers to flood
private land without consent.
Last month, the NSW Labor Government passed the Water Management Amendment (Easements for Inundation) Act 2026,
which provides Water NSW with powers to flood private farms when delivering environmental water.
Serious doubts exist about the Victorian government’s ability to fully deliver its environmental water target without
inundating private land.
New concerns have now arisen that the Allan Labor Government may try to introduce in Victoria similar legislation to NSW,
despite the Water Minister’s earlier promise that “we will not flood private land without the landholder's consent... we will not
use compulsory powers to acquire land or easements, either.”
Ms Lovell spoke in parliament today to call on the Minister for Water to assure river-adjacent landholders in her constituency
that the Labor government will rule out passing similar legislation in Victoria.
Comments attributable to Liberal Member for Northern Victoria Wendy Lovell:
“Victorians need a rock-solid guarantee that the Labor Government will not use compulsory powers to acquire easements to
flood private properties, and will not introduce legislation here similar to the laws recently passed in NSW.”
“Landholders in my region deserve to know if the Water Minister will protect their rights, or if she will sell them down the river
to appease her Labor mates in South Australia and Canberra.”

Coming to a town near you: Community listening sessions
There is nothing quite like sitting down over a cuppa to talk about what’s 
actually happening across our towns. My 'Cleeland Cuppas' are my absolute 
favourite way to check in with the families, farmers, and small businesses that keep our region moving.
No formal meetings, no rigid agendas, just a relaxed space for an honest chat about local challenges, big ideas, or a quick
catch-up over a biscuit. Every single conversation gives me the tools I need to stand up and be your voice in Parliament.
Drop by for a chat at one of our upcoming stops:
-Euroa, out the front of Burton's IGA | Thursday 11 June from 1.30pm
-Murchison Neighbourhood House | Tuesday 23 June from 10am
-Thoona Hall | Tuesday 18 August from 10am
-Goorambat Mechanics Institute | Tuesday 18 August from 12.30pm
-Devenish Church Hall | Tuesday 18 August from 2.30pm
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